EEPOET OF COMMITTEE
FOE TRADE AND PLANTATIONS OF PRIYY COUNCIL 1 ON
PROPOSED AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION.
dated hay 1, 1849.
[The text is as given in Lord Grey's The Colonial Policy of Lord John
Russell's Administration, 1853, vol. i, Appendix I, pp. 422-56. It will also
be found in Part. Papers, 1849, vol. xxxv.]
After remarking upon the contrast between the practice
observed in the nineteenth century and the practice observed
in earlier times respecting the establishment of systems of
Civil Government in the Colonies, and pointing out the more
liberal character of the former system, the Keport pro-
ceeds :—
" But in sanctioning that departure from the general type
or model of the earlier colonial Constitutions, it has been the
practice of Parliament to recognize the ancient principle, and
to record the purpose of resuming the former constitutional
practice so soon as the causes should have ceased to operate,
which in each particular case had forbidden the immediate
observance of it. Nor has the pledge thus repeatedly given
been forgotten. It has been redeemed in New South Wales,
except so far as relates to the combination which has taken
place there of the Council and Assembly into one Legislative
House or Chamber. It has been redeemed with regard to
New Zealand, although peculiar circumstances have required
a temporary postponement of the operation in that Colony
of the Act passed by Parliament for establishing in it a
Representative Legislature,2
We are of opinion that the time has not yet arrived for con-
ferring the franchise on the Colonists of Western Australia,
because they are unable to fulfil the condition on which
alone, it appears to us, such a grant ought to be made; the
1 The Committee consisted of Mr. Labouchere, the President of the
Board of Trade, lx>rd Campbell, Sir James Stephen, who had recently
resigned the office of Permanent Under-Secretary at the Colonial Office,
and Sir Edward Ryan, a retired Indian judge.
4 On this see chap, ix of G. C. Henderson's l& tfSir Gwrg* Grey, 1907*

